
Post’s Predictions
An irreverent look at the

past and future of air transportation
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Source: Air Transport Association
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One Day, That Economy Ticket May Buy You a 

Place to Stand



Average Aircraft Size
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UAVs



On-Time Performance
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Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics
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Budget Authority



On-Time Performance

R
2
 = 0.0611

72%

74%

76%

78%

80%

82%

84%

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

FAA Budget Authority (FY00$B)

A
ir

li
n

e
 O

n
-T

im
e

 P
e
rf

o
rm

a
n

c
e



On-Time Performance

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

FAA Budget Authority (FY00$B)

A
ir

li
n

e
 O

n
-T

im
e

 P
e

rf
o

rm
a

n
c

e



Number of Air Carriers
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SATS



Summary

• By 2040 load factors will reach 100%
– By 2070 load factors will reach 120% (and 

keep going)

• By 2040 only UAVs will be flying in the 
NAS

• We can increase on-time performance 
through massive cash infusions
– 0.39% for every $1B in budget authority

• By 2035 there will be no air carriers left
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